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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present a show entitled this and that by Los Angeles artist Andy Kolar.  The show includes abstract paintings as well as two site specific installations.   The exhibition marks Kolar’s first solo show with the gallery in our newly expanded space preceded by the introduction to his work in a two person exhibition with gallery artist Greg Mocilnikar in 2013. 
Strategically installed throughout the gallery, a series of different scaled paintings reveal the relationship between shape, color and surface utilizing Kolar's signature style.   Narrow blobs grouped together in specific color combinations appear along the bottom edge of each painting grounded by a protruding red line extending towards the upper edge.  The compositions question the relationship between abstraction and figuration with the oblong forms alluding to figures or trees in a landscape.  Kolar explores the referential, implicative and relevant potentials of select combinations and collective compositions within the totality of the painting.  The compositions are truly abstract in accordance with the formal elements of painting only suggesting the delivery of a narrative within all of the parts.  The interpretation of visual information ranging from imagery to actual physical objects suggests a seemingly reductive situation where expectations of formal balance and aesthetics are contradicted.  The shapes found within the surface of the paintings are also realized in a three dimension format as individual sculptures made out of painted cardboard.  The forms are raw with the markings from the knife left exposed along the edges with the curved areas drooping over the corner of the pedestal that supports them.   
Within the context of the show are two site specific installations consisting of fort-like spaces that invite the viewer inside through organic shaped doorways. Upon entering the large lit room in gallery 4, one encounters three large organic forms made of cardboard and leaning against the wall.  The enclosed structure and life-sized scale of the forms takes the viewer into an imaginative realm as if entering into the pictorial field of a painting.  Set against walls painted in Kolar’s signature palette, the objects further the conversation of their existence and question their ability to commune in the contained space.   A smaller corner space exists in gallery 3 which functions in a similar way but within the confines of a much tighter space.  Across the gallery is a grid of smaller paintings that create a comparison of placement and color.  Tension is created by the slippage between the hand-drawn and the hard-edged “sliver” form, which appears in the composition in attempt to make the viewer look closer at the subtleties of the work.  
Kolar received his MFA in Drawing and Painting at California State University, Long Beach in 2007. He has been included in numerous exhibitions in Southern California including the recent shows 6018 Wilshire at Edward Cella Gallery, Wall Painting 2013 and FORMS OF ABSTRACTION at the Irvine Fine Arts Center and De Stil at Andrew Shire Gallery.  In 2010 Kolar was one of 45 artists included in the California Biennial curated by Sarah Bancroft at the Orange County Museum of Art.  He was previously represented and included in solo and group shows at Carl Berg Gallery.  Kolar’s works are included in several private and corporate collections including the recent acquisition at Pimco Corporation in Orange County.    
