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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to announce a show of new video work by Kansas City based artists Barry Anderson.  The exhibition will be Anderson’s first solo show with the gallery preceded by his inclusion in show Short Film Series last summer.  A group show of small scaled works entitled Size Matters will be presented in the back gallery and will include artists from the gallery’s program as well as artists invited to participate in the exhibition. 
Barry Anderson’s captivating video works are digitally produced fragments of rumination that are created in part from appropriated American advertising images of the 1950s to 1970s, an era which historically represents a massive change in the cultural landscape of the US.  

All of the recent works are single-channel short videos that are looped and presented on a monitor.   The subjects range from floating facial features and retro pin-up girls to animal parts and edible fruits set within imaginative landscapes and geometric patterns.  The works are created with a sense of continuous movement through shifting landscapes that allow for the subjects to spontaneously appear in floating particles or camouflaged surfaces.  The imagery deconstructs modern American culture during the mid to later 20th century with fragments of the human body shown in retro 50s attire interacting with other mass media subject matter.  This period is not referenced out of a simple sense of nostalgia but rather for an historical counterpoint to our present world living the digital age.  Due to the evolving economic and social issues during the mid 20th century, American cultural homogeny began a period of erosion.  In the 21st Century global telecommunications and corporate structure are causing a different type of homogeny that is based on entertainment and consumerism.

Anderson's continuing interest in truly "motion pictures" relates more to the history of painting and collage than that of video and cinema. This is heightened by the use of motifs commonly related to trance and psychedelic experience such as hyper color, limitless space, and looping rhythm. These motifs are not intended to create a state of euphoria or release from reality, but rather to focus intently on the present moment. They are also used to further question typical expectations of the video medium both in popular culture (news reporting, narrative entertainment, etc.) and in the contemporary art world (conceptual performance, experimental narrative, etc.).  While experiencing Anderson’s works, the viewer must slow down, engage and ultimately reflect upon subject matter that is often overlooked—a process of discovery that is all too often absent in much of contemporary art today. 

Anderson received a BFA from the University of Texas in Austin with a concentration in photography in 1991 and an MFA from the Henry Radford Hope School of Fine Arts, Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana with a concentration in Photography and Digital Media in 2002. His recent solo exhibitions include the Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art in Overland Park, Kansas, Roger Williams University Video Gallery in Providence, Rhode Island and Byron C. Cohen Gallery for Contemporary Art in Kansas City, Missouri.  Anderson débuted a work entitled Vertical Blinds 2 in the group show Short Film Series at Walter Maciel Gallery last summer.  
In the back gallery, Size Matters will include works by Rebeca Bollinger, James Buckhouse, Carolyn Castaño, Andrea Cohen, Oscar Cueto, Colin Doherty, Cynthia Ona Innis, Charles LaBelle, Sandra Low, Dean Monogenis, Robb Putnam and Nike Schroeder.  The show will highlight recent works by most of the artists and will include small scaled paintings, drawings and sculptures that enable a more intimate experience with the viewer.  The inventory in the show proves that a large scale format doesn’t necessarily make a work better or more important and the same level of maturity can be accomplished in a smaller format.  
