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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to announce Fragments of Space by Kansas City based artist Barry Anderson.  The exhibition consists of video projections, video on a small format monitors and black and white photographs. 
Continuing within his ongoing series The Janus Restraint, Anderson offers new video projections that explore virtual environments in contrast to natural spaces. The projections are interspersed throughout each gallery displaying moving imagery of vast interior spaces with an endless number of rooms set up like a maze.  Loosely based on the myths of Mitras and the Minotaur of the labyrinth in Crete, the virtual spaces offer explorations of new information from one room to the next like a video game where the viewer becomes the player who is unable to control the next play.   The camera pans each room revealing various hallways, outlets and portals that lead to new spaces often enhanced by pulsating light.  The videos are color coordinated with hues of red, white, green and blue used as a filter that create mesmerizing endless floor plans, one over a soothing body of water with floating motifs.  The built up curiosity of not knowing what to expect is soon satisfied by the camera floating by specifically placed geometric forms and reflective shadows on the walls.  These infinite journeys through the minimal interior spaces create an experience that is equal portions serenity, funhouse ride and existential crisis.
Juxtaposed to the constructed environments seen in the projections are photographs documenting personal experiences in natural environments.  In one photograph entitled Graffiti Hall an image of Anderson’s son and his friend are running through a concrete tunnel with great anticipation of what awaits in the lush landscape ahead.  The shot captures both boys from behind with just enough body gesturing to entail movement in their legs as they run toward nature.  Another image entitled Lake Superior shows Anderson’s son immersed in the tranquil water looking out at the endless sky far beyond the horizon line.  His facial expressions are masked by the perspective of the shot taken from behind allowing the viewer to share in the experience without disturbing the Zen moment.  The images capture intimate moments of life experience and human emotion associated with maturing and reaching of a new level of consciousness.  
In addition, a small monitor installed on a shelf captures imagery of tauromachy, the ritualistic killing of a bull showing the theatrics of a bull fight as outlaid in ancient cultures.  Perhaps the bull is a reminder of the fragility of circumstance and is symbolic of the perseverance of the fight.  Nature should not be taken for granted and its force can often be just as consequential as the act of human behavior.  All of the work in the show is derived from a variety of sources including computer-generated 3D renders, traditional film photography, vintage video cameras, and appropriated 16mm home movies. The two soundscapes included in the videos were created by painter and composer Ricky Allman and Los Angeles-based band VUM.  
Anderson received a BFA from the University of Texas, Austin with a concentration in photography and an MFA from the Henry Radford Hope School of Fine Arts, Indiana University with a concentration in photography and digital media. He has had recent solo exhibitions at the Kyunghee Museum of Art in Seoul, Korea, the Kemper Museum of Art in Kansas City and the Bruno David Gallery in St. Louis. Past solo exhibitions have been organized by the Oklahoma City Museum of Art, Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art in Overland Park, Kansas, Roger Williams University Video Gallery in Providence, Rhode Island and Light Work in Syracuse, New York.  His videos have been featured recently in exhibitions and festivals in Germany, England, Scotland, and the Netherlands. Anderson is included in many private and public collections including the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, Everson Museum of Art, Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art and Light Work.

