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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present a new body of work entitled Making Infinity Imaginable by Brendan Lott and a series of stitched works entitled Transition by Nike Schröder.  Featured in Gallery 1, Lott’s exhibition marks his second solo show with the gallery.  Schröder who is German but currently residing in Los Angeles will present her first solo show in Gallery 2. 
Brendan Lott presents an overview of multi-panel photographic works that explore his ongoing interest in the sublime.  Inspired by 20th century physics which offers new interpretations of the sublime ranging from sheer immensity and age of the universe to time dilation and quantum mechanics, Lott focuses on the intensity of light both in the terms of literal experience in Southern California and in a figurative sense to destroy reason.  The new work offers a flexible format that affects both the physical patterning while challenging conceptual notions of astonishment.

Using simple images taken with his iPhone, Lott creates a grid of visual information with a specific selection of rows and columns to form geometric abstractions.  Each image can be hung one of four ways creating an enormous number of patterning options for the overall pictorial field.  For example, the piece Approximately 4.3 Billion Sunsets contains 16 images of the same Santa Monica sunset tipped at a 45 degree angle.  When grouped together in a 4 by 4 grid, the subject becomes less about the specific sunset imagery and more about the overall visual design.  Perhaps even more astounding is the notion that the piece can be rearranged by the viewer and observed in 4,294,967,296 ways.  There is no “right” or “wrong” way to arrange the positioning of the pieces and the viewer gets to be a part of the decision making process while physically, mentally and emotionally interacting with the imagery. The show will include several different formats of multiple panel works, some of which are installed with overlapping surfaces.  In the piece Making Infinity Imaginable, four identical panels depict rays of light piercing through the clouds.  The panels are arranged in an “X” format with the beams of light spilling off each edge that leads to the diamond shaped void on the background wall.  The panels are installed in a stacked format creating a sense of sculptural depth which enhances the overall visual effects.  As with any work of art it is up to the viewer to access the work but Lott simply makes it more tangible.
After receiving a BFA in filmmaking from the San Francisco Art Institute, Lott did his graduate work at Stanford University earning his MFA in 2006. He had his first solo show entitled Up and Down and Top and Bottom and Charm and Strange with our gallery in 2011 and has been included in several group shows. Last spring a group of his collages were shown at Tenoversix boutique in West Hollywood. Lott has had a solo museum show at the San Jose Museum of Art in 2008 and he has been included in group exhibitions at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery, UC Riverside Sweeny Art Gallery and Southern Exposure.  He is the recipient of several prestigious awards including an E. Eric and Elizabeth D. Johnson Fellowship in Studio Art, a Murphy & Cadogan Fellowship in the Fine Arts and in 2012, a Pollock-Krasner Foundation grant.
In the back gallery, Nike Schröder challenges the balancing act between structure and intuition; optical and imaginary; solid and diffusion and present and past. The show juxtaposes two bodies of work that counterpart and simultaneously interplay with each other.  In the abstract series Fragments materiality is explored using Schröder’s signature medium of sewn threads that hang off the surface of the canvas to create a physical presence.  Like Lott, Schröder uses the natural surroundings of the Los Angeles landscape and light to create combinations and schematics that are elegantly broken down to a celebration of essential colors.  The intricate architectural markings of the many stitches counteract with the organic movement of the loose threads to create a harmonious visual play.  For instance the works Walnut, Sage and Maple draw inspiration from the organic trees with colors representing the different foliage seen in several hundred threads that hang from the canvas.  The smoothness of the rayon allows the light to bounce off the shiny threads creating a shimmering effect and leaving the colors seemingly floating off the wall. In addition, the panels are slanted at varying degrees to create a three dimensional volume that addresses a variation in color, density and dimension depending on the viewer’s position. 
The second series entitled Fundamental Reports is explicitly narrative and contains figurative interpretations of memories and events taken from discarded photo albums from the World War II era found in thrift shops in Berlin. Schröder explores her German heritage by recreating new versions out of threads to honor those who have passed away as a result of the injustice of her country’s history.  The images are hand stitched creating an animated outline of the photograph with enough detail to discern a historical context and individual personalities. Once transferred on to the canvas the subjects are simultaneously given life but with a haunting, ghost like quality. The colored strands hang down as if melting away the figures and disappearing off of the canvas to be erased just as they had originally been.  The presence of the maker and the material in both bodies of work is equally inevitable.
Schröder earned her BA in Fine Art Therapy in 2008 in Germany and moved to Los Angeles in 2012. She has had solo presentations of her work in Germany and the US including her recent site specific lobby installation at the Museum of Art and History in Lancaster, CA and commercial spaces such as Urban Outfitters in Berlin and Hamburg. Past group shows at Walter Maciel Gallery include Threading the Needle in 2012 and Size Matters in 2011. Schröder successfully participated in several art fairs in Germany and was granted an Art residency at the Culture Reloaded Festival in Russia in 2011. She has been commissioned to produce works for numerous international magazines in addition to Germany's largest Textile Trade Fair Munich Fabric Start in September 2013.
 
