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For our summer exhibition, Walter Maciel Gallery will present a group show entitled Cityscape that will include work by Rebeca Bollinger, Mark Danielson, Francis Dreis, John Jurayj, Dean Monogenis and Frank Ryan.     

Often associated with the surroundings of an inner city, Cityscape will challenge the notion of community and urban planning within the context of the city center and the surrounding track home communities.  The role of architect and designer greatly affects the outcome of a neighborhood whether it is planning a new housing development or rebuilding an urban center after a human catastrophic event.  Furthermore, urban planners develop systems and directions for public use within these new environments.

Bay Area based photographer Rebeca Bollinger will show a new series of photos taken within Northern and Southern California using a 1960s sports camera with a large telephoto lens.  The close up proximity to her subjects using the large lens blurs the imagery and creates circular patterns from the reflection of the mirrors within the lens.  The image of the intersection where Fairfax meets Beverly in Los Angeles displays intersecting lines and circles made from traffic lights, trees, automobiles, street signs and billboards.  The blurred image still allows for the recognition of a typical LA street with large colorful signs and tall palm trees.  Similarly, Frank Ryan uses the cityscape as the subject matter in his paintings to capture a moment in time within a public space.  He focuses in on the roadways within Los Angeles depicting intersections of desolate streets and the metro trains within San Francisco depicting the interior of a crowded rush hour train.  Frank is a recent MFA graduate from the University of California, Los Angeles.  
Based in Brooklyn, Dean Monogenis paints imagery of buildings and monuments within colorful geometric backgrounds. His interest lies within the distinctions of new architecture and how they supplant older structures.  The process of removing a building from its natural environment and placing it in an imaginative landscape challenges the visual, historical and resourceful components of traditional cityscapes.  This transformation allows for a greater understanding of the temporal nature of architecture while at the same time define new forms.  Also based in Brooklyn, John Jurayj paints imagery of the reconstruction of Beirut after the civil war.  Using oils on canvas, Jurayj develops surfaces that at first function abstractly but then resolve into scenes of bombed out buildings and lush landscapes.  Through the rebirth of these destructed cityscapes, Jurayj revisits the feelings of loss of the past and the desire to recreate for the future.  The paintings are typically rendered in intense and vibrant colors such as hot pink, royal blue and ultra violet.  
Seattle painter Mark Danielson uses architecture as a stage upon which ambiguous metaphors are played out.  Using an illustrative style with bold flat areas of color, Danielson replicates different version of modernist homes built post World War II in the mid 20th century.  The architectural replicas are placed within specific shapes that are defined by line and color and vary from gem stone configurations to coffin-like drawings.  Conceptually, Danielson is questioning the hidden casualties of rapid social change within a society.  Using suburbia as one of his subjects, Francis Dreis photographs planned communities that reveal homogenous characteristics and question the success of their existence.  The subdivisions are shot from aerial perspectives to reveal the vast nature of each development.  The roads function as visual veins with the colorful roofs and swimming pools spotted throughout that lead to a closer analysis of the confined systematic set up of suburban life.  These images are juxtaposed with close up details of city artifacts such as a row of port potties combined with architectural elements such as highway overpasses.
The gallery is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  For further inquiries please contact Walter Maciel 
at 310 839 1840 or walter@waltermacielgallery.com.  Please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.
