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Dean Monogenis explores the notion of architecture as a means to articulate transition.  Done in acrylics on wood panels, his subjects include buildings, monuments, houses and vessels set within isolated backgrounds and geometric patterns.  His interest lies within the distinctions of new architecture and how it supplants older structures.  A building can be nothing with all of its myriad materials waiting to come together or it can be erected and completed to withstand the elements and serve its stated purpose.  Monogenis began exploring the topic of architecture after 9/11 when he realized that like human life, buildings do not always last forever.  This became further exaggerated with several visits to Greece and viewing the surplus of architectural remnants of ancient communities.  The process of removing a building from its natural environment and placing it in an imaginative space challenges the visual, historical and resourceful components of traditional city planning.  This is evident in the painting entitled Place-Names: the Place where the central building is a replica of a cement condo development that exists within Monogenis’s neighborhood in Williamsburg.  Equipped with blue scaffolding and surrounded by a grove of trees, the building fades into the background surface with a ghostly image of a Greco Roman temple to the right.  The combination and transformation of different styles allow for a greater understanding of the temporal nature of architecture while at the same time define new forms.  More recently, Monogenis has been interested in depicting soft and portable architecture.  Taken from Archigram drawings that used enormous tent structures amid scaffolding and bubbly pavilions, the physical forms and shapes create a formalist presentation of positive and negative space.  These types of tents embody the idea of transition because they are intended as temporary structures.

Monogenis received a BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 1996.  He has had solo exhibitions in New York since 2000 and has been included in group shows at Robert Miller Gallery, Annina Nosei Gallery and Priska C. Juschka Fine Art.  
