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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present a solo show entitled Black Hole/Catharsis by Brooklyn based artist, Dean Monogenis.  The exhibition includes an installation resulting from the destruction of previous works and a group of new acrylic paintings.  
As noted in the first half of the show’s title, Black Hole references the idea of destroying a body of work as a way of canabalizing art norms.  After a conversation with fellow artist Klaus Weber on the work of Martin Kippenberger, Monogenis learned of a show Kippenberger organized using his students work but rather than hanging the work on the walls, he ran all of the inventory into a wood chipper.  Once individual in origin, the art work became homogenized into one mass existing as a pile of debris thus becoming an artwork made by Kippenberger. The students were obviously horrified.  As homage to this performance and commemorating the professional relationship with our gallery, Monogenis curates a retrospective of himself with a careful selection of works previously shown at Walter Maciel Gallery over the past ten years to be destroyed and transformed into something new. The paintings on wood panels have been run through a wood chipper to create a colorful mound of smaller remnants re-contextualized as a new whole.  
The new paintings displayed in the Gallery 2 represent the post cathartic moment of the show displaying a new dialogue within the familiar subjects of architecture and landscape. Compared to earlier work, this group of paintings is intended to have a kind of brevity or shorthanded lightness to it. The imagery is created with meticulous photoshop production and often the paintings are direct quotations of the computer made sketches. The style is consistent with the graphic flatness found in earlier works, however the perspectives dissolve into areas of abstraction.   In the painting, Pan American a scaffolding-like structure forms an arch framing a domed shaped building in the background.  The architecture takes its shape from several abstract markings that form a loose grid using the same color for the negative space as seen in the sky.  Although a sense of depth is visually created with a foreground/background relationship, the shapes intermingle harmoniously across the flat surface.  In contrast, the painting, Swimming Pool reveals a different perspective being underwater in the pool with the lines of the swimming lanes narrowing in towards the back wall and the mirrored version stretching outward as a reflection on the water.   While many of the subjects are familiar, the new paintings reveal tweaked scale and proportion in order to make more frontal or immediate imagery. 

Monogenis attended Skidmore College prior to receiving a BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.  He currently has a solo show at Xippas Gallery in Geneva and has shown in Xippas Gallery’s spaces in Paris, Uruguay and Athens.  Last summer Monogenis participated in a residency at CCA Andratx in Mallorca, Spain which culminated with an exhibition.   He has had solo shows at Morgan Lehman Gallery and Stux Gallery in New York. Monogenis’s work has been featured in various publications including Angeleno Magazine, Metro Pop, Georgia Review, The New Yorker and New American Paintings.  In 2014 he completed an outdoor sculptural installation in participation with FLOW.14 on Randall's Island Park in New York.
