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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present the exhibition, Side project by Dean Monogenis marking his sixth solo show with our gallery. Continuing within the realm of architecture, Monogenis’s new body of work explores subjects with improbable relationships and tensions that are done in acrylic paints on paper.  
The aptly titled show, Side project makes reference to musicians who become known for a particular sound in their main oeuvre and at some point explore outside the boundaries to produce a new genre of music.  For Monogenis, the title of the show describes a body of work similar to the subjects and style of his architectural paintings but different in terms of materials, application and placement.  In previous works on paper, colored pencil and watercolor were the primary mediums used to create ideas linked closely to the subjects in the paintings.  In the new body of work, tension and anticipation are created with a balancing of natural and made objects ranging from logs, rocks and branches to cinder blocks, columns and beach accessories.  Often stacked and strapped together the objects playfully exist as dependents of one another in order to avoid collapse.  For example, in the painting, Breeze Blocker two small logs support a plank with one side balancing a pedestal turned on its side with a rock strapped to a beach ball atop and the other side holding a taller pedestal that is strapped to two supporting pedestals that sit flat on the ground.  A row of cinder blocks connects the two sides of the precarious platform while a fifth column lays across the top strapped to a larger tree trunk hanging over each side.  The subjects are physical in nature with recognizable objects but somehow their meanings go deeper perhaps as metaphors for balancing the commitments of one’s life or in greater scope as symbolism of our precarious political spectrum.  

The new work was created with a greater focus on the materiality of the paint applied as liquid and absorbed into the fibers of the paper.  The outlined edge of each object became an integral focus for making the imagery where one color met another with areas of the under painting bleeding through the colorful lines.  The applications are completely analog with no references to photography or computer based renderings.  Monogenis’s work typically focuses on the relationship of structure and landscape played out in imaginary spaces with elements existing in both real and fictitious ways.  In most of his larger paintings on panel, the imagery typically bleeds to the edges thus creating a window effect or an overall frontal grid.  In these new works an emphasis is placed on the objects as sculptures rather than architecture and in their arrangements have become the inspiration for actual sculptures that may be fabricated in future work. There is the perfect balance between functional rendering and playful fantasy floating as isolated images properly framed within the white backgrounds. 
Monogenis attended Skidmore College prior to receiving a BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.  Earlier this year he had a solo show with Galerie Xippas at ArtGeneve and has shown in Galerie Xippas in Paris, Geneva, Uruguay and Athens.  Monogenis has had solo or two person shows at Bryce Wolkowitz Gallery, Morgan Lehman Gallery and Stux Gallery in New York and has participated in group exhibitions at the McNay Art Museum in San Antonio, TX; Santa Monica Museum in Santa Monica, CA; Musée d'Art Moderne et Contemporain, Saint Etienne, France; Pavillion de l’arsenal, Paris France; Bronx Museum of Art/Wave Hill, Bronx, NY; Neuberger Museum of Art, Purchase, NY; Herter Art Gallery, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA and Schneider Museum of Art in Ashland, OR among others.  In 2016 he participated in a residency at CCA Andratx in Mallorca, Spain, which culminated with a solo exhibition. Monogenis’s work has been featured in various publications including Angeleno Magazine, Huffington Post, Artillery, Artnet News, Wired, Timeout NY, Brooklyn Rail, Electra, Metro Pop, Georgia Review, The New Yorker and New American Paintings.  
