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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present Without you, I couldn’t be me… by Los Angeles based artist Dana Weiser.  The exhibition will include mixed media works presented on the wall and as free standing sculpture marking Weiser’s first solo show with the gallery. 

Weiser’s work challenges stereotypes and instinctive prejudices based on her life experience, memory, identity and historical practices associated with transnational Korean adoption.  She was adopted from Korea as an infant by a Jewish-American family and grew up in a mid-western city.  As a member of an interracial family, with a sister who is also a Korean-born adoptee, Weiser’s work explores lost identity, multiple identities, and racial identity with her emphasis of being an outsider in a predominantly white community where she never felt a strong affiliation to any group or faith.  The inevitable questions like “Have you met your real parents?” and “Is she your real sister?” are often the opening liners upon introduction and these phrases become the subject matter as literal text interpretations spelling out the racist remarks.  In one series using large sheets of vintage lace as the surface, pearl beads are stitched into the fabric to spell comments like “I’m not racist or anything but…” or “I don’t mean to sound racist but…”  The delicate and intimate technique of traditional beading challenges Weiser’s skills much in the same way as her ability to pacify her true emotions and refrain from bleak replies.  
Many of the works in the show are personal both in terms of Weiser’s family relationships as well as her Asian identity.  Two tombstones made of ceramic and glazed with shiny dark surfaces are a focal point in the show luring in the viewer to read each epitaph set within sculptural reliefs of personal mementos.  One reads “Dana Park Weiser, August 7, 1979, Loving daughter, sister and Korean Jew” set next to the other that reads “Jennifer Suh Weiser, August 15, 1975, Ditto”.  The work comments on both the isolation of being an adoptee juxtaposed with the closeness of the sisterly relationship found in many families. The strong cultural and family bond between Weiser and her sister is clearly depicted in the two neon pieces: one bearing the namesake of the show, Without you, I couldn’t be me… in a circular (endless) line and the other reading Adopt with a upper case red “A” colliding through the “o” in the white text.   
Other works explore the cultural and ethnic identity set with the guidelines of US imperialism through the lens of transnational Korean adoption.  A triptych of three photographs entitled Enacting my Koreanness, (self-portrait performance) depicts different poses of Weiser dressed in a folksy hat made of paper and her face painted red with traditional designs.  The reenactment of the performance questions notions of releasing trapped desires and suppressed anger as entailed in traditional Korean folklore masks, a very touristy tchotchkes that also questions transnational Korean adoption practices.   Weiser uses her personal memories, followed by research, to explore current incidents of racial stereotyping to reflect on, and bring a unique focus to, contemporary observations on our society.  Although often heavily text-based, the work presents itself more gesturally through emotions of anger, sarcasm, humor and love, querying how we remember and how we want to be remembered.
Weiser received an MFA in Ceramics at the University of California, Los Angeles in 2007 and a BFA in Ceramics from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 2003.  She is currently working on a second graduate degree in Asian American studies at UCLA.   Weiser is the recipient of several awards including a Laura Andreson Scholarship, a Elizabeth Heller Mandell Memorial Scholarship and a National Scholastic Art Award in Ceramics.  In 2012 and 2014 she was a visiting artist and the Corcoran College of Art and Design in Washington DC.  Weiser’s work was included in the group show Cross Fade curated by Brenda G. Williams at Walter Maciel Gallery in 2014. Previous exhibits include a solo show at Burnet Gallery in Minneapolis and participation in groups shows at Kopeikin Gallery and Daniel Weinberg Gallery in Los Angeles. Her work is included in private and corporate collections throughout the US. 
