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Opening our fall exhibition season, Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present Interstices by Oakland based artist Freddy Chandra.  The exhibition marks Chandra’s third solo show with the gallery and will include signature works made out of plexiglass, resin and airbrushed pigments that become activated through their deliberate interaction with light.
Chandra’s new work continues his exploration of surface using materials that allow for a penetration of natural and artificial light to enhance the color and smooth texture of the mediums.   Chandra immigrated to the US at a young age and his family arrived in Ojai, CA.  He quickly became fascinated with the special light in Southern California, and subsequently developed an affinity for synthetic materials used in architectural modeling such as plexiglass and resin while studying architecture at Berkeley.   Shifting his interest into art, Chandra soon learned of the Light and Space artists Robert Irwin, Peter Alexander, Craig Kauffman and Larry Bell who were working with process oriented materials such as glass, neon, fluorescent lights, resin and cast acrylic to produce sleek surfaced artworks containing volume and scale through their interaction with light.  Whether by directing the flow of natural light, embedding artificial light within objects or architecture or by playing with light through the use of transparent, translucent or reflective materials, Light and Space artists made the viewer’s experience of light and other sensory phenomena under specific conditions the focus of their work.  They were also incorporating phenomena from the latest technologies of the Southern California-based engineering and aerospace industries to create sensuous, light-filled objects.  In Chandra’s work prearranged compositions are stacked together in rows or columns with precise spacing to compliment or contradict color and size.  Rooted in the ideas and approaches of abstract painting, each configuration produces a rhythmic repetition with the use of carefully selected colors, physical boundaries and gradient surfaces.  The overlapping layers purposefully interact with light to create a range of hues and luminosity that adhere to the temporal nature of the moving image.  
Chandra’s works are technical and are created using a sequence of processes.  The compositions are determined using digital formats that allow for a seemingly continual permutation of colors and sizes in relationship to the individual work as well as the entire series.  Once there is a visual harmony, Chandra carefully creates the panels.  Each band of color begins as a thick bar of plexiglass that is sanded on all sides to perfect the surface.  Pigments are added to create different hues using an airbrush application thus accentuating the subtle lines created across the elongated panels.  The process involves coating the specifically cut lengths of plexiglass with resin to form rounded edges as a translucent filter for the light source.  The paintings are diverse in their final presentations with elongated horizontal paneled pieces (one fitting into a corner of the gallery) stretching at different lengths across the wall, shorter vertically oriented pieces laid out like a xylophone in action and a new floor piece with the long panels teetering like a see-saw structure.
The physical presence of each work shifts the visual vocabulary into new directions compared to earlier bodies of work that explored one format.   All of the works prove that the act of recognition and anticipation are driven by a desire to understand the present moment in the space between attentive perception and the marginal subconscious.

Chandra received an MFA in Studio Art from Mills College in Oakland where is currently a visiting professor and a BA in Architecture and Art Practice from the University of California, Berkeley. He was awarded a Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters and Sculptors Grant in 2009 and an Artist-in-Residency at the Headlands Center for the Arts in 2007. Chandra has had solo exhibitions in Milan, Dusseldorf, New York and San Francisco.  He has been commissioned by the Art in Embassies Program for the American Consulate in Surabaya, Indonesia, the Alameda County Art Collection and Neiman Marcus Department Store in Walnut Creek, CA.  He has also completed several private commissions and is included in many prominent collections internationally. 


