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Walter Maciel Gallery will present a solo exhibition of new paintings by Los Angeles based artist Frank Ryan which will run from March 3rd through April 7th.  This will be Ryan’s first solo show since receiving his MFA at UCLA last year.  

Frank Ryan’s new paintings depict his surroundings living in Southern California. The new work explores the subject of suburbia in terms of both infrastructure and social behavior.  Connected to a lineage of American realism dating back to the turn of the Twentieth Century, like the Ashcan School of New York City, Frank’s focus is on finding truth in the quotidian experience nearly a century later in Los Angeles. 
Los Angeles is a postmodern city with several bordering neighborhoods and no city center.  It has always been autonomous to other American cities in terms of it suburban set up and disposition.  Spatiality is evident as subject matter that is rooted in a curiosity about living in a sprawling megalopolis with its material lavishness and shortage of public space.  Densely populated commercial blocks with storefront businesses disguise sprawling homes set within lavish yards on tree lined streets.  Strip malls with parking lots coincide with car dealerships and restaurants.  Ryan captures the everyday experiences that take place within the city and the relationship the inhabitants have within it.   

The content of Ryan’s work is the commonplace experiences, often the less desirable side of daily suburban life. Subject matter is captured through a series of photographs, video clips and drawings taken throughout different neighborhoods and then transferred into paintings in Ryan’s studio.  The perspectives portray images of the landscape with curved streets, cracked sidewalks, parked cars and lush gardens juxtaposed with figurative images of people often caught up in every day activities.  A depiction of a typical street in the Los Angeles neighborhood of Glassell Park where Ryan lives shows a car parked under a canopy of trees along a curved roadway with a typical California bungalow in the background.  Another image portrays a man getting his hair cut by a woman in a driveway next to the house complete with garbage bins in the foreground. 

Done in a variety of sizes, the paintings establish a relationship within the scale of the work as it relates to the subject, begging the question of the locus of the viewer physically in the painting. Ryan demands the viewer to question his or her physical relationship to the painting and the accompanied psychological or emotional experience evoked. Ryan employs a variety of paint faction using brash heavy impasto marks that transform into rich thinly veiled glazes giving an undeniable materiality to the subject, which in its fluctuation demands that it be viewed with equally varied distance.

Ryan received a BFA in Painting at Sonoma State University and an MFA in Painting and Drawing from UCLA.  He studied at the prestigious Accademia di Belle Arti di Firenze in Italy. Ryan was included in the LA Weekly Biennial at Track 16 Gallery last fall which featured the work of promising MFA graduates in Southern California.  His work is included in many public and private collections in the US. 
The gallery is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  For further inquiries please contact Walter Maciel at 310 839 1840 or by email at walter@waltermacielgallery.com.  Please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.

