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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present the exhibition entitled Redaction by Long Beach based artist Greg Mocilnikar.  The show will include oil paintings and works on paper that breakdown and dissect the spatial content of recorded drawings and memories into colorful abstract fields and layered compositions.  The show celebrates Mocilnikar’s third solo exhibition with the gallery.

Continuing his exploration of formatting, contextualizing and executing successful elements of pure abstraction, Mocilnikar uses familiar imagery and life experience as a starting point for this series of work.  He sketches landscapes, objects, environments and mementos of personal interest using a small format sketchbook for capturing and documenting random or routine happenings.  The paintings evolve from these drawings to become part of the overall process in making the imagery as opposed to simply being preliminary components.  The orderly compositions of the drawings are broken down with physical elements of line and shape exaggerated in scale eventually creating a layering of colored markings and gray and black shapes.  The original subjects disappear and the renderings create a dialogue based on elements of abstraction with formal compositional qualities of color, line and form considered. Furthermore, influences from social media such as specific photographs on Instagram play into the markings and orderliness of the overall compositions.  The initial drawn subjects are the impetus for the paintings but slowly disappear with the process and resulting applications becoming the focus of the abstract work.    
In the painting entitled Beyond Recognition 2 a central geometric black form exists from several brushy layers of heavily applied pigment with dissecting painterly bands of gray streaks.  The white background appears to be a layered covering for a previous arrangement of brushstrokes and ideas. There is evidence of bold reds and dark blues peeking through areas of intersecting brushstrokes.  Other paintings focus primarily on the relationship of colors with only small areas of black markings peeking through.  The overall mood, of each painting is best summed up by Mocilnikar in the following quote: “My process has some relationship to jazz where spontaneity is the main focus but it requires a lot of preliminary skill to perform it. It’s not about the recording but it’s about the experience. I care most about that as a maker and a viewer. To me, as a maker, spontaneity is the most important thing. I enjoy taking those risks.” The exhibition includes paintings in all formats on both canvas and paper.  Each resulting image contains a fluctuating visual depth that is as vulnerable and shifting as the reality that it draws from.  

Mocilnikar pursued his graduate studies in art at Cal State Long Beach where he earned his MFA in 2008.  He earned his BFA at Ringling School of Art and Design in Sarasota, FL in 2003.  Mocilnikar has participated in group exhibitions at our auxiliary space in the Pacific Design Center in 2010 as well as in our main gallery.  He is a adjunct Professor of Art California State University, Dominguez Hills.  Mocilnikar’s work is included in several private and corporate collections throughout the US.  

