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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present Short Stories by Southern California artist, Greg Mocilnikar marking his fourth solo exhibition with the gallery.  The show will include paintings and collaged works on paper arranged into a stunning installation in Gallery 1.    

In contrast to Mocilnikar’s previous body of work that achieved elements of pure abstraction by obstructing subject matter and redacting information, the new work engages the viewer with dissected patterns and shapes made using smaller, intimate formats from cut paper gouache pigments and ink.  These paintings are no longer trying to hide or obscure sentiment but rather celebrate it by creating visual expressions of emotions.  Geometric forms are layered using paint in some of the works while physically cut and collaged on top of one another in others as a way of communicating a visual exercise. Some of the paintings include text with written statements of emotions that pointedly open up and explain the expression and communication in the narrative.  These works are evident of transitions in their constructions much like the transformations made in life situations when losing the familiar and embracing the unknown.  The process evokes the sensations and emotions of navigating relationships.  The works are deeply personal in their exploration of love and the internal dialogue in which we gauge our happiness.  The relationship of shapes and selection of colors create an expression of sentiments when words come up short.

Strategically placed in frames along the large wall of the gallery, the small works on paper are hung salon style in a visual rhythm that allows for a comparison of the details.  The walls on either side contain large-scale graphic drawings done directly on to the surface with overlapping lines that frame a central void on the blank white wall.  The squishy oval shapes echo some of the forms found in the works on paper.  All of the works have a shared visual language while establishing an independent presence much like a book of short stories.  

Mocilnikar earned his MFA in art at California State University, Long Beach in 2008 and he received his BFA at Ringling School of Art and Design in Sarasota, FL in 2003.  He has participated in group exhibitions at our previous auxiliary space in the Pacific Design Center as well as in our main gallery.  In 2013, Mocilnikar had a two person show with gallery artist, Andy Kolar.  He is currently an adjunct Professor of Art at California State University, Dominguez Hills.  Mocilnikar’s work is included in several private and corporate collections including a recent acquisition by The Cleveland Clinic in Ohio.  

