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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to announce the show of new work by Bay Area artist Hung Liu.  This will be Liu’s first solo show in Los Angeles and the exhibition will include oil paintings, mixed media resin paintings and a wall tapestry.

Known for paintings that reference Chinese historical photography, Liu's new works focus on the life struggles of Chinese inhabitants under different periods of Communist rule.  Representing such horrific conditions as the physical torture of slaves, the unwanted pregnancy of a prostitute, the laboring for food as a mean for survival and the actions of a captured army, these powerful images exude the hardships of a civilization struggling to survive.  The images exist within layers of pigment that have been applied in diluted washes with evidence of thick layers of paint to maintain the physical form.  With an overlay of traditional Chinese flowers, tree branches and insects, Liu offers her subjects artistic evidence of their own rich heritage - as if to comfort them.
The harsh images of life during cultural revolutionary periods are juxtaposed with a group of nature paintings that include the relationships of different types of birds.  The peaceful environments add comfort to the seemingly hopeless images of human consequence.  The work is strengthened by a group of smaller portraits of Chinese prostitutes.  Done using a combination of digital media, oil paint and resin, the woman appear confident in their posture almost as if they are taking back the control that their destiny denied them.  The imagery exists within several layers of poured resin with painterly markings between each surface.  The overall effect is more sculptural than Liu’s traditional oils on canvas with the visual uncovering of historical information between the layers.  The exhibition will also include a tapestry made from a digitalized loom in Belgium that displays a portrait of a prostitute behind a veil of flowers.   

In effect, Liu turns old photographs into new paintings, relieving them of the rigid strains of socialist realism - the style in which she was trained - as an improvisational painting style that dissolves the photo-realism of propaganda art into a fresh kind of history painting. She converts socialist realism into social realism.

Liu was born in Changchun, China in 1948, growing up under the Maoist regime.  In 1984, she immigrated to the US to attend the University of California, San Diego, where she received her MFA. She currently lives and works in Oakland and is a professor in the art department at Mills College. Her work is included in many major museum collections including The Los Angeles County Museum of Art, The Whitney Museum of American Art, The Walker Art Center, The Kemper Museum, The Dallas Museum of Fine Art and The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  Liu was recently awarded a public art commission at the new Southwest terminal in the Oakland International Airport that includes a 160 foot glass window installation with the migration of birds flying over local weather patterns.   
The gallery is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  For further inquiries please contact Walter Maciel at 310 839 1840 or by email at walter@waltermacielgallery.com.  Please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.
