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Walter Maciel Gallery will present a new series of work entitled Rat Years 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008 by Hung Liu.  Born in China, Liu came to the US in 1984 and she has resided in the Bay Area since 1990.  This will be her second solo show with the gallery.

 

The new works focus on The Year of the Rat in the Chinese calendar - a fitting subject for Liu having been born in a rat year and recently turning 60 this year.  The show will include large-scale self portraits from each of her rat years to date (newborn to 60).  Working from personal photographs, Liu renders poignant images of herself to reveal her life experience marked by each 12 year cycle.  The paintings are done in oil on linen with the background areas left raw to reveal the sketchy brushstrokes similar to a drawing.  Attached to each portrait is a digitally manipulated painting of an earlier sketch done at the corresponding age of the portrait.  These drawings reveal Liu's thoughts, objectives and technique chronicling her life from child to woman, China to the US and art novice to professional artist.  Liu provokes the viewer to reflect on his or her personal developmental narrative throughout the years.  These particular paintings are powerful and significant as Liu has not done any self portraits since the early 90s when she was investigating her experience as a foreigner living in her new homeland. The current self portraits celebrate her accomplishments as an artist who has transgressed her talent and career in the Western world while maintaining her influences from the East. 

 

The self portrait paintings will be juxtaposed with large paintings of rat kings - a phenomena in which a nest of rats are born with their tails entangled together thus they spend their entire lives collectively as a unit.  Liu began thinking about the rat king topic before leaving to China for three weeks in the spring to attend two openings of her work in Beijing. When she returned to her studio in the US, she began to reflect on her experiences in China, specifically in regards to the devastating earthquake that rocked the Sichuan province just days before her arrival.  She began to process the endless reports of the casualties, struggles and heroic episodes in the daily news and the effect it had on her and the world.  Liu quickly began to make parallels to the victims of the earthquake (some of which were trapped under collapsed structures and wreckage for days) with the lives of the surviving entangled rats.  Much like the cluster of rats, the survivors and victims of the quake struggled to maintain their existence not knowing their fate thus evoking the basic emotion of the human condition within the local and international public at large.  A series of smaller rat portraits will also be included and depicted as charming, lovable creatures rather than terrifying pests. 


Liu was born in Changchun, China in 1948, growing up under the Maoist regime.  She immigrated to the US to attend the University of California, San Diego, where she received her MFA. She is currently a professor in the art department at Mills College in Oakland. Her work is included in many major museum collections including the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Whitney Museum of American Art, Walker Art Center, The Kemper Museum, Dallas Museum of Fine Art, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art as well as many important private collections.  Liu was recently awarded a public art commission at the San Francisco International Airport in the nearly built international terminal.  She also has a significant public commission across the bay at the Oakland International Airport that includes a 160 foot glass window installation.  Liu's work is part of the prominent Logan Collection and was recently featured in an exhibition entitled Half-Life of a Dream: Contemporary Chinese Art at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  Earlier this year, she had her first two major exhibitions since leaving China at F2 Gallery and New Art Beijing Gallery in Beijing. 

