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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present the show Dandelions by international artist Hung Liu.  The exhibition will include a diverse group of paintings that will be installed throughout our spacious newly expanded gallery.  
Known for paintings based on historical Chinese photographs, Hung Liu’s subjects over the years have been prostitutes, refugees, street performers, soldiers, laborers, and prisoners, among others. Washing her subjects in veils of dripping linseed oil that, she once remarked, “both preserve and destroy the image,” Liu has invented a kind of weeping realism that embodies ideas like the erosion of memory and the passage of time, while also bringing faded photographic images vividly to life as rich, facile paintings. She summons the ghosts of history into the present. 

For Dandelions, her new exhibition at the Walter Maciel Gallery, Liu offers three new bodies of work that drift through the gallery’s expanded spaces like seeds in the breeze. The first are large oil paintings showing groups of Chinese working in the fields on communal projects, like building a road or turning the soil of a farm, or carrying water through a village. The second are brightly-colored mixed-media compositions depicting late-19th and early-20th century Chinese prostitutes, often in pairs, in photo studio settings. Thirdly are paintings of dandelions themselves, rendered from close-up photographs taken by the artist at various national parks and historical sites around the Western US, including Mount Rushmore, Devil’s Tower, and the Little Bighorn Battlefield, among others. 

The decision to mix these bodies of work in an exhibition - Liu usually works in many directions at once - emerged from the dandelion images, which are variously tattered by a sudden breeze or left whole, each requiring a different style of painting, but all suggesting the way images, too, can be scattered to the winds of consciousness. In this context, the mixed media and resin paintings of the prostitutes - which are themselves like photographic seeds floating on the updrafts of history - seem like an ironic harvest of the field-work being done by the groups of soldiers and farmers. Taken together, the works in “Dandelion” capture the wide-ranging historical focus of the artist, for whom the big picture and a small detail are often the same thing.

Liu was born in Changchun, China in 1948, growing up under the Maoist regime and eventually studying mural painting at the Central Academy of Fine Art in Beijing.  In 1984, she immigrated to the US to attend the University of California, San Diego where she received her MFA. Liu currently lives and works in Oakland and is a professor emeritus at Mills College. Our exhibition marks Liu’s fourth solo show with the gallery and is planned in conjunction with her traveling retrospective Summoning Ghosts: The Art of Hung Liu on view at the Palm Springs Art Museum from February 25th through May 24th.  Her work is included in many major museum collections such as the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Whitney Museum of American Art, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Walker Art Center, Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, Dallas Museum of Art, de Young Museum and the Oakland Museum of California.  Liu was awarded a 160 foot glass window public art commission at the Oakland International Airport in 2005 followed by a large public commission painting at the San Francisco International Airport in 2008.  She is the recipient of many awards including the SGC International 2011 Award for Lifetime Achievement in Printmaking. 
