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John Bankston's newest series entitled The Changing Machine will be presented as oil paintings and small-scale stage sets comprised of painted panels and three dimensional epoxy clay sculptures.  The work creates a dialog between the painted image and the sculptural object while continuing to evoke notions of behavior and gender within male relationships in Western societies. 

Within the new work the narrative reveals three conspirators known as Little Man, Ringleader and Wolf who inhabit the imaginary Rainbow Forest.  The suspicious characters scheme to create a mysterious mechanical device called the Abstracticator with the intent of transforming anyone who views it.  Mr. M, the reoccurring protagonist, appears in ordinary attire donning colored button down collared shirts and fitted trousers.  He wanders through the foliage crossing paths with all three forest dwellers who lead him to the Abstracticator.  Once confronted by this geometric robot with appendages similar to a Modernist sculpture, Mr. M is literally transformed into an inanimate object as seen in the painting entitled Pursued.  His head is shown connected at the neck to a new body made of ornamental protrusions from his torso and arms and column-like legs that mimic the shapes and forms attached to the Abstracticator.  Other lurking characters such as men dressed in bunny suits curiously witness the transformation with anticipation.  

This unique story functions as a new chapter in the ongoing visual novel enacted in the Rainbow Forest yet the works are executed in different formats.  In many of the works small figurative sculptures made from epoxy clay are presented on shallow shelves like a stage.  The background imagery is the result of an attached panel that functions like a back drop on a set.  While three dimensional, the sculptural components are painted like the two dimensional areas with a similar technique of black outline and shades of color painted to look like a children’s coloring book.  Unlike traditional ceramics the epoxy clay hardens on its own and does not need to be fired.  The surfaces are painted with gesso to be prepped for the final layers of oil paint.  In other works the main subjects are depicted as two dimensional paintings with attached interpretations of Abstracticator sculptures made out of the epoxy clay.  A few of the works are traditional oil on canvas with no attachments.  The overall conglomeration of work translates Bankston's musings or day dreams inspired by the significance and power of the imagination.  The stories are self contained and open ended, allowing viewers to enter and become part of the story as they ponder the significance of their own experiences and dreams.   

John Bankston was born in Benton Harbor, Michigan and lives and works in San Francisco. He obtained his MFA in painting from the School of the Art Institute, Chicago in 1990. Bankston’s work has been featured in important group shows including Now What? at the Norton Museum of Art, West Palm Beach, FL (2010-2011), 30 Americans at the Rubell Family Collection, Miami (2008-2009) and A Delicate Touch at the Studio Museum Harlem, NY (2009).  His work is collected by many US museums including the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, de Young Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Wadsworth Antheum Museum of Art in Hartford, CT, Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY and Smith College Museum of Art in Northampton, MA.  A book entitled Abstracticator was published in conjunction with an exhibition at beta pictoris gallery in Birmingham, AL last fall.  

