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Gallery 1:  John Jurayj, Untitled Lebanon #7, New Paintings
Gallery 2:  Oscar Cueto, too much stress, New Paintings and Video
30 December 2006 – 13 January 2007
Opening Reception: Saturday, 2 December, 6:00 – 8:00pm

Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to announce two solo shows by Brooklyn based artist John Jurayj and Mexico City based artist Oscar Cueto.  This will be the first solo show for each artist in Southern California and Cueto’s first solo show in the US.  
John Jurayj will present a group of paintings that portray images of Lebanon, his father’s homeland.  Taken from journalistic images and personal photos, the paintings depict bombed out buildings in the urban landscape juxtaposed with lush images of nature.  The materiality of the paint becomes the instrument through which Jurayj depicts his personal experience, both in terms of identity as a Lebanese American and his personal travels to Beirut. The paint is applied with aggressive brushstrokes and exaggerated colors to debase the ostensible subject of the work.  Like the political nature of Lebanon, the work exists as chaotic portrayals of specific locations seen through the displacement of memory.  Representation dissolves into abstraction creating a continuously evolving self-portrait.  Painting itself thus becomes an integral process of exploring how and what the eye sees and what the brain remembers.  By way of analytic process, Jurayj interprets the changing landscape of Lebanon, his lost country. 

Jurayj received an MFA from Bard College in 2005.  He had a solo show at Massimo Audiello in New York in 2005 and was given a White Room exhibition at White Columns in 2000.  More recently Jurayj was included in a group show entitled Prevailing Current at Sara Meltzer Gallery in New York this past summer.  
Oscar Cueto will show a group of new paintings and a video projection in the back gallery.  Using the art world as his primary subject matter, Cueto will present a series of triptych paintings that show different icons being set on fire and burning.  The subjects range from art books to curators to curator’s pets.   The first panel displays a straightforward portrait of each carefully rendered object or person and is followed by a second and third panel showing the subject ablaze in flames.  The imagery comments on the significance of the players in the art world and how things would function if certain components were destroyed or missing.  The paintings evoke a sense of humor that allows the viewer to question the grave importance the art world places on its artists or curators of the moment.  Cueto’s subjects are not limited specifically to the art world.  In keeping with the theme of the show, an image of a patch of perfectly manicured lawn is set on fire.  The burning grass questions the idea that the grass may not always be greener on the other side, referring both to the ranks of contemporary art players as well as the relationship between Mexico (Cueto’s homeland) and the US.  The show also includes a video projection with sound depicting a frame by frame animation of an Art Now book burning into ash.  Cueto’s vision challenges participants in the art world to distance themselves from it, becoming aware of its dependency on celebrity.

Cueto is a self taught painter who has been showing in Mexico City for the past five years.  Earlier this year he had a solo show at Galeria Nina Menocal and has exhibited with the gallery at international art fairs in Mexico, Europe and the US.
The gallery is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  For further information, please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.
