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Marking her fourth solo show with Walter Maciel Gallery, Jil Weinstock will present False Truth: Uprooted featuring an exhibition of new rubber and mixed media works.
In the summer of 2017, Weinstock was an artist in residence at the American Academy in Rome where she began a series of work that incorporates her ongoing interest in organizing and building collections.  While in Rome, Weinstock became fascinated with the natural habitat on the beautiful grounds of her temporary home and she began collecting weeds. Seemingly uninteresting and often an annoyance, these wild plants seemed irrelevant at first but upon closer inspection Weinstock started to explore their life-forms and the metaphors of their existence.  Often small and appearing fragile, weeds have sturdy stems and they break in the most surprising places. They grow in urban environments through cracks in the cement and at the edges of buildings as well as natural environments like a garden or a rural landscape.  Even with human interaction of being stepped on or pulled they become stronger as they grow back.  In particular, Weinstock took notice of the abundance of weeds throughout Rome in inhabitable areas, such as ruins, architecture, and antiquities.  From her observations, Weinstock began to realize weeds are about survival in foreign lands which lead to their interpretations within ongoing themes of immigration.  

Her new body of work acts as a metaphor for the experience of the immigrant coming to live permanently in a foreign country in order to find work or better living conditions.  Like weeds, immigrants seek to settle in foreign lands where they are often rejected, and yet they resist the sometimes unfriendly and unfavorable environment as they replant their own roots. The subject of immigration and shifting populations is particularly critical and important in our current times as we witness what is happening not only in the United States but globally.  Weinstock questions the purpose of this wild plant drawing upon Ralph Waldo Emerson’s suggestion that a weed is “a plant whose virtues have not yet been discovered.”
For several years Weinstock has been categorizing items associated with both her past and the pasts of strangers to explore notions of identity.  Continuing on these concepts, she gathered different species of “street flowers” and took them back to her New York studio where she studied them, pressed them and submerged them rendering their roots, leaves, and flowers like a botanist would when creating an herbarium. The plant life was organized by species to become the subjects in her signature rubber medium. Done using shallow pours in liquid form to control the placement and structure, the rubber encases each weed like a fossil that has been preserved in amber.  Weeds are hardy, thriving in often inhospitable conditions with very little soil, water or direct sunlight drawing analogies to hardworking immigrants who are often met with hostile interactions within their new communities.  Weinstock furthers her sentiment about the topic of immigration with the inclusion of the piece, Gibberish which depicts the false and absurd tweets on immigration as well as other current topics by Donald Trump since he was inaugurated.  The quotes are created on magnesium plates with the raised letters in reverse order to be used as a printing plate to make ink prints of the text.  
Jil Weinstock was born in Los Angeles and currently works and resides in Brooklyn.  She received a joint MFA from the University of California Berkeley and San Francisco Art Institute in 1995. Weinstock has been exhibited at the Aldrich Museum of Contemporary Art; The University of Alabama Sarah Moody Gallery; San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, San Jose, CA; Orari Galleria, Milan, Italy; Berlin Cultural Arts Center, Germany and The Cultural Arts Center, Vienna, Austria.  Her work has been written about in the New York Times; The New Yorker; ARTnews; Art in America; The Huffington Post; New York Magazine among others.  Aside from her residency at the American Academy in Rome, Weinstock was an Artist in Residence at the Museum of Art and Design in New York and the recipient of a McGarth Grant and the Walter Gropius Award. 
