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Walter Maciel Gallery will present a solo exhibition of new work by Margarita Cabrera which will run from January 18 through February 24.  This will be Cabrera’s first solo exhibition in Los Angeles.  

Continuing her exploration of the relations between the United States and Mexico, Cabrera will present a series of  sculptures made out of her signature medium vinyl that depict the struggles of Mexican immigrants crossing the US border.  The sculptures in the exhibition include reproductions of a life-size Hummer (H2), different types of desert plants and the bicycles and backpacks used by immigrants in their struggle to enter US territory.  Cabrera’s work provokes the viewer and draws awareness to the political and economical imbalance between the two countries as well as the significance of trying to achieve a better life and existence.   

The focal point of the show will be the life-size Hummer made of hand stitched vinyl with the threads left deliberately exposed and untrimmed and complete with actual Hummer car parts.  Originally perceived as a US military vehicle for transportation, protection and war, the Hummer has transformed into a new identity as a popular SUV driven by upper middle class Americans.  Hummers are mass produced by anonymous laborers with many of the parts being manufactured in Mexico for the few who can afford them.  The Hummer may have once conveyed a sense of power and strength but now it ultimately represents excess, flamboyance and consumerism that is dictated by American culture and advertising.   By recreating this object in a collapsible material, Cabrera questions its vulnerability to function as a vehicle both in terms of physical endurance and metaphorical status.  

A selection of desert plants including Agave, Nopal and Yucca will be shown in traditional Mexican terra cotta pots.  Made out of Border Patrol uniforms, the plants spout upward showing the details of the clothing such as badges, buttons, zippers and tags.  The plants are indigenous to Mexico and the South Western United States along the route that many immigrants take while crossing the border.  

In the back gallery, a group of bicycles made of colored vinyl and loose threads will be shown with clear vinyl backpacks.  The bicycles are modeled after actual bikes used by immigrants who risk their lives traveling across the dry desert.  The backpacks are transparent to display the objects inside such as rosary beads, garlic to ward off rattlesnakes and water bottles.  Taken from stories told by illegal immigrants, the bags are modeled after specific people making evident the difference between a father or mother’s bag verses a child’s pack.  

Much like the workers in maquiladoras (multinational assembly plants located near the U.S./Mexico border), Cabrera utilizes a strong work ethic in her studio reinforcing the complexity of political issues surrounding the use of migrant labor. The sagging nature of the vinyl draws parallels to the factory workers themselves and their harsh realities as laborers. 

Cabrera was born in Monterey, Mexico and lives and works in El Paso, Texas. She has had solo shows at Sara Meltzer Gallery in New York and has been included in group exhibitions at Rena Bransten Gallery in San Francisco, the San Jose Museum of Art, the Dallas Center for Contemporary Art and El Museo del Barrio in New York among others. 

The gallery is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  For further inquiries please contact Walter Maciel at 310 839 1840 or by email at walter@waltermacielgallery.com.  Please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.
