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For the summer exhibition Walter Maciel Gallery will present a life-size tractor made out of slip cast ceramic will be on view by Margarita Cabrera.  The work continues Cabrera’s exploration of replicating objects that comment on the deep traditions and enduring lifestyles of her native Mexican heritage. 

Shifting from her signature use of vinyl with uncut thread, Margarita Cabrera uses clay to create a replica of a John Deere tractor in her newest body of work. The title of the show Arbol de la Vida (Tree of Life) references the traditional Mexican folklore which dates back to the ceramic traditions of ancient Olmec culture.  According to legend, a giant tree was planted in ancient Oaxaca by a storm god and survived to bare fruit without any water often interpreted within the biblical Garden of Eden.  Today the Tree of Life is among the most well known themes of folk art in Mexico and distinct communities in Metepec and Acatlán have established traditions of reproducing ceramic motifs such as birds and insects hanging from a tree on metal brackets.  Cabrera’s version of the Arbol de la Vida replaces the traditional tree form with the life-sized clay tractor, a prominent symbol of the agricultural industry in northern Mexico.  Reclaiming the dissipating presence of Mexican craft due to immigration and global production, Cabrera uses clay to create a humanistic version of the tractor with her own hand sculpted renditions of animal and plant life attached to its surface.  Cabrera traveled in Mexico to research the rich and diverse history of Mexican crafts and to learn some of the techniques.
Cabrera is currently included in the exhibition Phantom Sightings: Art after the Chicano Movement on view through September 1st at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.  The show will travel to the Tamayo Museum in Mexico City, the Contemporary Art Museum in Houston and El Museo del Barrio and the Americas Society in New York.  Earlier this year, a new body of work was produced during a residency at Artpace in San Antonio and exhibited there in a show curated by Franklin Sirmans from the Menil Collection. Last year, Cabrera was one of five finalists for the Texas Prize and her work was featured in a corresponding show at Arthouse in Austin.   She received an MFA from Hunter College in New York and her work is in several important private collections.   
