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Opening Reception: Saturday, September 10th, 6:00 – 8:00pm

For the opening of the fall season, Walter Maciel Gallery will present a distinct group of work by El Paso based artist Margarita Cabrera.  This will be her third solo show with the gallery.  

Over the past eight years Margarita Cabrera has established collaborative workshops with the participation of diverse volunteers to combine issues of contemporary art practices, indigenous Mexican folk art and craft traditions and US-Mexico relations. These projects have served as active explorations into fair working conditions and the protection of immigrant rights.  To date several workshops have been established and executed in conjunction with cultural institutions, museums and universities.  Cabrera’s current show will include inventory from the workshops Craft of Resistance and Arbol de la Vida as well as the boardroom table used in Cabrera’s recent performance in her museum exhibition Pulso y Martillo (Pulse and Hammer) at the UC Riverside Sweeney Art Gallery.  A new sculpture entitled Mexico Abre La Boca will be presented in the back gallery which is a pivotal piece in introducing Cabrera’s newly establish corporation FLOREZCA.  
Measuring twelve feet in diameter, the circular boardroom table exemplifies the power and importance of leadership and participation in a corporation.  The intricate table was used in the performance FLOREZCA Board of Directors with selected participants from the local Latino community.  The recorded performance gets more and more convoluted as the speakers read more persistently to tell their journeys.  The boardroom table and corresponding video will be juxtaposed with ceramic sculptures from the Arbol de la Vida workshop which were made in conjunction with the life-size John Deere tractor featured at the gallery in 2008.  The sculptures depict actual tools such as a shovel and a saw that are readily used on small farms in the agricultural communities throughout the United States.  Dating back to the Olmec times, the traditional Mexican Craft theme of Tree of Life embodies the tools with an assortment of ceramic birds, butterflies, flowers and leaves.
A grouping of copper Monarch butterflies from the Craft of Resistance workshop will be installed within careful consideration of the tool sculptures and boardroom table and will continue along the hallway into the back gallery.  The installation draws reference to the lengthy annual migration of real butterflies which spans North America from Canada to sanctuaries in Michoacán.  For Cabrera, the perseverance of these insects draws a direct parallel to the perilous journey of thousands of Mexican immigrants to the United States.  The butterflies lead to the sculpture Mexico Abre La Boca that consists of a transportable taco cart conceptualizing the closure in the gap between two different markets: the corporate world and street vendors. The title implies the strong cultural presence of Mexican communities seeking cultural and economic empowerment. The taco stand offers information and printed materials about FLOREZCA, a for-profit multinational corporation that produces, sells, and exhibits original works of art addressing issues that impact immigrant and migrant communities. During the opening reception, a merchant acting as the public representative for the corporation will promote and sell artistic cultural productions from Mexican craft communities. Audiences may also obtain information about FLOREZCA and possible participation.  The actual crafts created in the specific communities in Mexico may be purchased from the cart and all proceeds benefit the originating artisans. 
Earlier this year Cabrera had her first solo museum survey show entitled Pulso y Martillo at the Sweeney Art Gallery, University of California, Riverside and presented two new performances.  This fall Cabrera will present a solo show of her work at the Southeastern Center for Contemporary Art (SECCA) in Winston-Salem, North Carolina and will do a corresponding workshop from the Space in Between series in early 2012.  She will also present a survey of work in a two year exhibition at the El Paso Museum of Art which includes the life-size ceramic tractor from the Arbol de la Vida series.  Cabrera will be the first artist commissioned by the newly established Center for Creativity and the Arts at California State University, Fresno where she will do a new workshop entitled Cotton Circles in October followed by a show of the work.  She received her undergraduate and graduate degrees from Hunter College in New York and is included in numerous museum and private collection in the US.   
