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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present Primordial Chaos by Los Angeles based artist Maria E. Piñeres marking her fifth solo exhibition with the gallery. The exhibition includes a cohesive series of figurative works using both gouache and needlepoint to execute the imagery.  

 

The title of the show, Primordial Chaos references Greek mythology’s primordial deity Gaea who was self-created from the void of chaos. The first of the gods and goddesses, Gaea is the ancestral mother of all life who came into existence in the form of earth to govern the chaos with rivers, mountains and plains. Piñeres’s Primordial Chaos is a masterful articulation of her desire to resolve the conflict within herself and thus the whole. In this body of work, female wrestlers are depicted in the moment of their match with bodies entangled and twisted together.  With obsessive craftsmanship and imagination Piñeres portrays her wrestlers with overt tension, intentional contrast and complimentary styles using camouflage patterns inspired by military uniforms from various nations and terrains.  Her female wrestlers are stripped of their own identity and pitted against one another in a corporeal drama that parallels the relentless conflict in ourselves as well as nature.   Piñeres calls on us to submit to chaos and discover the grace in conflict. 

 

The work evolves from a feminine perspective to transform chaos into balance and seek wholeness out of incompleteness.  Intricately stitched using a variety of sophisticated patterns, the imagery in the needlepoint works appears to be abstract at first glance but upon closer inspection the female figures emerge from the use of different colored military patterns each specific to a country’s national design.  In one work the backside of a wrestle is depicted in muted pastels with her left leg extended outward, her right leg bent at the knee and her arms lunging forward.  She embraces another wrestler made of mostly white, black and brown colors as they struggle to win their match.  The contrasting palettes help delineate the interaction between the figures as well as accentuate some details in the face and hands.  The figures are placed in a chaotic field of camouflage patterns creating a visual stimulus that becomes orderly only after a steady focus.

 

The works on paper include renderings of the wrestlers made out of gouache and casein pigments.  In these works the figures are easily discernable either in outlined solid colors positioned in camouflage backgrounds or as camouflage designs simply placed on the unpainted white background.  For Piñeres this work is as much a personal journey as it is a force of nature. 

 

Piñeres has exhibited throughout the US and most recently is included in the hard cover book Queer Threads: Crafting Identity and Community.  Important past exhibitions include Interface at the Leslie Lohman Museum of Gay and Lesbian Art in New York, Stitches at the Armory Center for the Arts in Pasadena, Pricked: Extreme Embroidery at the Museum of Arts & Design in New York, Celebrity at the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art in Arizona and Wild Girls at Exit Art in New York. Her work is in the collection of 21C Hotels and Museum as well as many private collections in the US.  She has been reviewed in The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, Time Out New York, The New Yorker, Time, The Village Voice and V.

