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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present B A C K S P A C E / D E L E T E by Nike Schröder marking her third solo show with the gallery.  Schröder is a German artist who has been living and working in Los Angeles full time for the past five years.  

The concept of the show is a quiet love letter to the city taken from personal moments of observing and spending time in downtown Los Angeles near Schröder’s studio. She transforms her experience onto canvas bringing together elements found in the urban environment such as spray paint, acrylics, fiber and graphite, blocks of casted concrete and tar. It becomes an exploration of materials and the aesthetic interaction within them and their environment. The snapshots of urban walls stored in her memory turn into emotional landscapes as she manipulates the surface by adding and deleting marks on the canvas resulting in several layers of paint. Each painting contains a story of hidden process and tells a deeper story of the conversation between the artist and the piece. Her inspiration comes from the experiences of human interaction and the marks left behind. It is an emotional response to the busy elements of downtown LA and an effort of counteracting them with organized chaos and peaceful space while at the same time acknowledging it.  The work becomes an apposition of the empty alleys, the sound they carry, the people moving within them and the stories they tell.

The name B A C K S P A C E / D E L E T E reflects the idea of stepping back, taking a moment and observing the human marks that people make on different surfaces and the attempt to later delete them by painting over them and unconsciously creating beauty and stillness. This show focuses on the effort of bringing these quiet moments into the studio.  

As in previous bodies of work, Schröder continues to explore new materials to find harmonious ways to incorporate unexpected relationships in her work.  Washy pigments of paint create the backdrop for intersecting objects that include cast concrete, reflective material, rope and thread.   The abstract works reveal their relationship to architecture with the physicality of geometric shapes placed on top or under the surface of the canvas.  A small painting includes a patchwork of muted colors that fade into one another with a continuous hand drawn grid across the upper surface.  A thick black painted line fades to gray in the upper left and is balanced by two similar but shorter lines in the lower right corner. The canvas is stretched over a circular form revealing the cylinder shape beneath and creating an obvious sculptural presence.  

The show is nicely balanced with varying formats and sculptural elements. Within the installation of the painterly constructions are Schröder’s familiar fiber works from her Fragments and Convex/Concave series.  These works continue her exploration of form and materials by stitching rayon threads across the surfaces with the length hanging in long, irregular formats to create a linear sculptural presence counteracting the stillness and weight of her paintings. This exhibition is an attempt to transport these peaceful emotions from the individual constructed paintings to the overall installation of the show continuing the use of casted concrete on the walls, ceiling and floor of the gallery space.

In 2009, Schröder earned her BA in Art Therapy/Fine Arts at the University of Applied Sciences in Ottersberg and had a studio practice in Berlin before moving to Los Angeles in 2012.  She has had solo exhibitions of her work in Germany including the show so long! at Gudberg Nerger Design Studio in Hamburg earlier this year. Schröder’s work has been included in museum exhibitions at the Children’s Museum of the Arts in New York, Art Gallery at Barnsdall Park in Los Angeles and Museum of Art and History in Lancaster, CA.  Past group shows at Walter Maciel Gallery include I.D., Please! and With Liberty and Justice for Some earlier this year, Threading the Needle in 2012 and Size Matters in 2011. Schröder has been commissioned to produce works for numerous private collections as well as international magazines and Germany's largest Textile Trade Fair Munich Fabric Start. She has created installations in Urban Outfitters retail stores in Berlin and Hamburg. In 2011, Schröder participated as an artist in residence at the Izyur Festival in Kudymkar, Russia.

