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Gallery 1: Threading the Needle, Work by Cabrera, Piñeres, Putnam, Schroeder, Solomon and Weinstock 

Gallery 2: Oscar Cueto, solitude, New Drawings and a Video
8 September – 27 October 2012
Opening Reception: Saturday, September 8th, 6:00–8:00pm

Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present new drawings from a series entitled Paisajes y Manchas Rorschach and a video entitled Las 400 Vueltas by Mexico City based artist Oscar Cueto.  The exhibition marks Cueto’s third solo show with the gallery.  In conjunction, a group show entitled Threading the Needle brings together a group of artists who utilize sewing and/or sewn materials in the production of their work. Artists in the show include Margarita Cabrera, Maria E. Piñeres, Robb Putnam, Nike Schroeder, Lisa Solomon and Jil Weinstock.  
Oscar Cueto will present 18 small format drawings executed in watercolor and based on different symmetrical patterns and shapes found in the Rorschach psychological tests.  The stains are cleverly placed within landscapes taken from photographs of Cueto’s travels including city streets, urban parks and the ocean.  The mysterious blots become monstrous creatures that create a fantasy of terror for the impending peaceful scenery.  In one drawing a young boy is shown walking down a curvy path of a public park only to be greeted by the perfectly placed Rorschach monster.  Depending on how the blot is interpreted, it looks both like a tree (in keeping with the surrounding forest) and a grotesque beast with flailing arms and feet.  In another drawing the Rorschach stain is placed above the horizon line of the ocean appearing like a bat flying into the moody sky.  In all of the drawings, the psychology of the ink blot forms is reversed as they themselves become the horror that impends on the otherwise serene and peaceful quality of each landscape.  The series continues Cueto’s morose fascination with American horror films and their celebrity subjects as well as the demented capabilities of the human mind all within a humorous intent. 

In conjunction, Cueto will present a new video animation entitled Las 400 Vueltas (The 400 Turns) that was hand drawn as a frame by frame video with the use of one piece of paper and meticulously erased information for each frame.  The imagery shows a young boy walking towards a door and as he exits the other side he is a grown man.  He walks back and forth with the poke of a human finger.  The video is currently on view at Ex Teres a Arte Actual, part of the Instituto Nacional de Belles Artes in Mexico City where Cueto was included in the group show Sexy last winter.  He has also recently been included in the group shows El incesante ciclo entre idea y accion at Museo de Arte Alvar y Carrillo Gil and Tiempo de sospecha: un ejercicio sobre comunicacion mediatica y ejercicios de informacion at Museo de Arte Moderno both in Mexico City.  Last year Cueto had a solo show entitled Once Upon a Time at Planta Baja Space in Cuernavaco, Mexico.  This fall he will be part of the residency program FONCA, Salzburger-Kunstverein in Salzburg, Austria and last year he did a residency at the School of Visual Arts Summer Residency Programs in New York.  Cueto is included in many important private collections including the Jumex Collection in Mexico City.  
Threading the Needle explores the use of thread as drawn line, sewn material and found object within two and three dimensional art forms.  Margarita Cabrera researches traditional crafts in her native Mexican culture including different methods of stitchery and embroidery.  The show includes a new nopal cactus sculpture made of border patrol uniforms in collaboration with an undocumented immigrant as part of a recent workshop entitled Space in Between at the McColl Center for Visual Art under the auspices of her corporation FLOREZCA.  The branches of the cactus are stitched around wire infrastructures with embroidery detailing the collaborator’s experience of crossing the border on the surfaces.  Also on view will be a large circular tapestry from the series Cotton Circles which consists of smaller weavings collaged together to tell tales of the different participant’s personal journeys from a workshop at California State University, Fresno last fall.  Maria E. Piñeres will debut two new large scale needlepoint paintings depicting male pin-up nudes juxtaposed in iconography and graphics found in retro pinball machines.  Robb Putnam will present two sculptures made of different recycled materials that portray unique “breeds” from his ongoing series of dog heads.  In relationship to the pedestal sculptures, a small series of dog snouts varying in size, texture and color will be presented in a grouping on the wall.  Nike Schroeder’s new diptych The Golden Years of Glory incorporates color coded threads on raw linen to show a comparison of the US railroad lines from the end of the Industrial Revolution in the 1850s to the end of the 19th century.  The work functions as an elegant colored line drawing with one color used for outlining the states and other colors depicting the routes all with different lengths of uncut threads hanging off of the surfaces.  Lisa Solomon will include drawings from her toxic chemical and harmful viruses series that incorporate drawing, stitching and fabrics into the molecular structure of each toxin but done as dainty doily collages.  Solomon will also show a series of crocheted trees installed on specifically made shelves inspired by the NASA satellite photos of Tierras Bajas in Bolivia that has recently been deforested.  Lastly, Jil Weinstock will include one of her family portraits made from her signature panels of rubber with vintage clothing imbedded into the surface.  The mixed media collage is made of five panels that hang in a distinct order on the wall with specific gender related clothing protruding through the bottom of the panels and hanging down the wall.  
