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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to present a solo show entitled Señales de Humo (Smoke Signals) by Brooklyn based artist, Pepa Prieto.  The exhibition marks Prieto’s second solo show at our gallery and will include a group of new paintings and an installation.   
Continuing on themes about migration and a sense of space, the new abstract works reveal layers of shapes, lines and marks that conjure up the emotions and feelings of acclimating to a new culture and homeland.  Prieto immigrated to the United States from Spain seven years ago and has spent most of her life adapting to new traditions and customs that differ from what she learned in her native country.  The paintings evolved from the reflection of taking on risk upon moving to an unknown place which has been transformative in Prieto’s life as a painter. The topic of displacement and immigration is more relevant than ever with the impending restrictions from our new government.  Prieto uses the illusions of what a new place might be like for refugees seeking a better life and transforms them into fantasy-like spaces with shapes and color harmoniously intermingled across the surface.  The paintings are formatted with different borders created around the edges suggesting a window into a fantastical realm where strength can be found among the conflation of hopes met with the inevitable sad realities. 
The title of the show, Señales de Humo (Smoke Signals) references a simplified form of communication often in moments of distress or danger.  The new work parallels this sentiment knowing the experience of an immigrant being forced to learn a new language and the insecurities and fears that are ensued.  Smoke signals are also used as a form of a veiled language decipherable to an insular group or tribe much like the way immigrants create communities that are ethnically similar and form slang or shorthand language in order to efficiently and often covertly communicate.  Each gestural mark in this series of paintings becomes a smoke signal. In the painting Smoke Signal 5, a yellowish border in the shape of a trapezoid frames the underlying gestures made of creamy gray colors and shades of purple.  Although abstract, the imagery hints to a horizon line with an active foreground detailed in a vibrant palette with a somber gray sky in the background.  Perhaps this is the imaginary vision of a new land that will undoubtedly become the home of those who are displaced.  Prieto creates a fertile ground for experimentation trying to recuperate meaning, imbuing the formal gestures with personal significance within the context of similar journeys experienced by fellow immigrants. The show includes visual reminders that art can create a universal language accessible to every human being. 
Prieto was born in Granada, Spain and lives and works in Brooklyn.  She received both her BFA and MFA in painting at University Complutense in Madrid, Spain.  Prieto currently has an exhibition entitled Unhappy Hens Do Not Lay Eggs at Galerie Xippas in Geneva.  She has had solo shows in Madrid, Mallorca, Barcelona and Dallas and was recently included in the exhibition, Grafforists at the Torrance Art Museum.  Her work has been included in the group show, Exhibition 1 at the New International Society in Berlin followed by Exhibition 2 at the New International Society, Museum of New Art, Camille Gallery in Detroit.  Last summer, Prieto participated in an artist residency at CCA Andratx in Mallorca where she had a solo show of the work produced there. She has also done a Fountain Head Residency in Miami in 2010. 

