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STRAIGHT PHOTOS, MOVING IMAGES AND AN OBJECT
26 May – 7 July 2007
Opening Reception: Saturday, May 26th, 6:00 – 8:00pm

Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to announce a show of new work by Bay Area artist Rebeca Bollinger.  The show will incorporate various forms of video, sculpture, photography and drawing. 
Using raw digital images as her source material, Bollinger contextualizes subjects and occurrences in daily life purely through form and pattern.  In her upcoming show she will present a specially designed free standing wall with protruding panels on its surface as the sculptural backdrop for a video projection.  The projection links various locations traveled through one place to the next with fragments of what came before and after in a simultaneously format.  The imagery is carefully edited to display a mixture of photography both as an artistic practice and as commercial photography to break down the relational meaning of individual images. Bollinger intentionally mixes up the form and texture of the photos and recreates a new stream of imagery.  The process of what happens to a form when it is flattened out through the taking of a picture is reassembled and animated into a series of slow fades and dissolves onto a fractured surface.  The subjects of urban details and landscape are less significant to the display of all of the parts in relationship to each other.  The multiple dimensions exist simultaneous to our visual perception even though we may not have access to them.  Bollinger is interested in the scientific inquiry that ideas cannot be quantified and they are somehow about belief and more importantly about certainty and uncertainty.  

A new series of pigment prints and drawings will be shown in conjunction with the video.   The photographs are taken as “straight” photos with no computer manipulation as seen in her previous body of work.  Bollinger uses a large telephoto lens that was used by sports photographers in the 1960s at normal or close up ranges to blur the images with different circular patterns from the reflection of the mirrors in the lens.  Her interest lies within the visual context of seeing something new out of something ordinary.  The photographs support the larger projection as raw material and building blocks for the overall nature of the work.  The images are processed as pigment prints rather than c-prints to break down the traditional presentation of the medium and present an impression of place through their abstraction and painterly aesthetic.  A series of drawings on specifically selected digital prints will accompany the pigment prints that force the viewer to access what is hand drawn and what is captured through digital medium.

Bollinger was born in 1960 in Los Angeles, California and obtained her BFA from the San Francisco Art Institute in 1993.  She has exhibited widely at European venues ranging from the Museum Fridericianum, Kassel, Germany and the Sonia Henie Onstad Museum in Oslo, Norway as well as the California Biennial at the Orange County Museum of Art, the Society for the Encouragement of Contemporary Art at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art and the Pacific Film Archive at the University of California, Berkeley. Bollinger's work is included in the collections of the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, the MH de Young Memorial Museum in San Francisco and the San Jose Museum of Art.
The gallery is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  For further information, please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.
