For Immediate Release






Contact:  Walter Maciel - 310 839 1840, walter@waltermacielgallery.com

Gallery 1:  Maria E. Piñeres, Cheeky
Gallery 2:  Walt Cessna, Joy of Hicksville
8 January – 12 February 2011
Opening Reception: Saturday, January 8th, 6:00pm – 8:00pm

Walter Maciel Gallery will kick off the New Year with solo shows by Maria E. Piñeres and Walt Cessna.  Both artists have been friends for over twenty years and have collaborated on previous projects.

In her newest body of work entitled Cheeky, Maria E. Piñeres challenges the traditional notions of needlepoint by choosing provocative x-rated subjects that contradict the kitschy stereotypes associated with the medium.  The images display carefully cropped views of various subjects engaged sexual acts.  Piñeres chose not to edit any of the hardcore scenes allowing the viewer to witness the sultry acts of penetration and seduction as a voyeur.  The panels show close up perspectives of entangled bodies with no evidence of facial details.   Done in rich colors and using a variety of patterns, the stitchery reveals Piñeres’s experience and talent working with the needlepoint medium.  The fleshy palette used for the skin is contrasted by vibrant hues of red, yellow and blue in the swirling designs used for the background.  The small scale also plays an imperative role by forcing the viewer to get up close and privately witness each intimate scene.
In contrast, a series of photographic prints taken of the smaller needlepoint works will be displayed.  The process of transforming the visual information into a photograph allows for the play in scale and the large format illustrates Piñeres’s technique in a hyper-realistic presentation.  Additionally, images of the backside of the needlepoint depictions will be shown focusing on the complexities of the overall construction of each piece.  The clarity of the digital rendering together with the exaggerated size creates a trompe l’oeil version in comparison to the actual needlepoint works shown in the same space.  Also on view will be a series of smaller nudes that are juxtaposed with the sharp bright colors borrowed from wallpaper patterns of the glamorous Art Deco era, questioning positive and negative space.

Based in Los Angeles, Piñeres has shown throughout the US and most recently was included in the exhibition Stitches at the Armory Center for the Arts in Pasadena.  Other prominent shows include Pricked: Extreme Embroidery at the Museum of Arts & Design in New York, Celebrity at the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art in Arizona and Wild Girls at Exit Art in New York. Her work is in many important private collections in the US and she is also represented by DCKT Contemporary in New York.
In the back gallery Walt Cessna will present a selection of black and white photographs from the series Joy of Hicksville shot in conjunction with Piñeres in the late 80s and early 90s.  The series was started when the two artists were house sitting Cessna’s family home in the community of Hicksville in suburban Long Island.  Joy (played by Piñeres) became a fictitious character who was posed throughout the neighborhood in 60s and 70s fashions and accessories borrowed from Cessna’s mother’s closet.  Her adventures capture the posturing of other characters dressed in exaggerated costumes and styles of vintage periods.  The subjects are all cleverly styled by Cessna and captured in film using traditional photographic techniques including light exposure, image contrast and composition within the frame.  


Cessna began his career as a fashion stylist/editor working for notable publications such as Italian Vogue, Vanity, Details, The Village Voice, Interview and Paper. He designed and self-produced a much acclaimed line of men’s and women’s sportswear called Dom Casual which subsequently curtailed his photography career from 1998 to 2006.  At one point Cessna was forced to sell all of his photographic equipment because of financial hardship.  In 2002, he resumed his role as a photographer and his first project of solarized doll photographs called Get Christy! was presented at Ver Unica in San Francisco. In early 2009 he was included in a group show entitled In Cock We Trust curated by Billy Miller of Straight To Hell zine fame at the Exile Gallery in Berlin.  Earlier this year Cessna presented Fukt 2 Start Wit at The Live Fast Gallery in New York comprising of 80 color portraits found in his self-published book of the same name. Cessna lives and works in New York and this exhibition will be his first show with the gallery.
The gallery is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  For further inquiries please contact Walter Maciel at 310 839 1840 or by email at walter@waltermacielgallery.com.  

