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Walter Maciel Gallery is pleased to announce a new show entitled Mass Continuum by Bay Area artist William Swanson. The gallery featured Swanson’s work in a solo show in the fall of 2007 and various works have been included in group shows at both the La Cienega and Pacific Design Center galleries.  
Swanson’s new work takes a slight departure from his old in terms of perspective and placement of imagery.  Although still interested in presenting an illusionary view of highly architectural forms colliding with natural environments, he now takes the viewer inside to peek at the conceptual structural designs from the interior.  The works examine propagation of flora within vacated public spaces including halls, corridors and atriums.  The empty spaces stand as skeletal frameworks holding grids of light fixtures, sections of walls and partitions. These structures indicate a once active corporate or retail infrastructure now abandoned and stripped of its original function. 
Done from hand and without any computer generated imagery, the compositions are created with multi layers of visual information piled on top of each other.  The shells of each building serve as an armature for growing patterns of life forms.  Nature is seen in a process of reclamation within the stray environs where plant formations and crystalline growths extend through planes and voids, tracing perimeters within this abstract ruin. The palette ranges from acrid greens, chartreuse and orange to pale blues, gray and lavender. In the painting Mixed Use 1 areas of chalky white pigment reference an interior office with a distinct section of gray grid-like light panels floating in the ceiling.   Layered in the foreground is an area of charred black and gray pigment with outlines of architectural debris as well as random plant life.  While taken into what seems like an almost unfinished construction site, the viewer glimpses from within at the decaying scenery as it seeps its way into the design of the space. 
In Swanson’s paintings the imagery creates a dialogue between the eco-system and man made constructions and the effects both have on each other respectively.  While Swanson’s earlier works begged the question as to whether concrete walls and barriers obstruct the growth of the natural world, the new works allow the viewer to speculate whether the environment has perhaps flourished in spite of artificial materials being set upon it.

Swanson was born in Chicago in 1972 and obtained his BFA from the Rhode Island School of Design.  He has exhibited regularly at DCKT Contemporary in New York and Marx + Zavattero in San Francisco and is included in the corporate collections of J.P. Morgan Chase, Capital Group and Adobe Systems.  Swanson’s work has been reviewed and featured in ARTnews, Art in America, San Francisco Chronicle, Art Ltd., LA Weekly, Artweek and in the publication 100 Artists from the West Coast, among other print and online magazines. 
The gallery is open from Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 6pm.  For further information, please visit the gallery website at www.waltermacielgallery.com.
